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BULLETIN NO. 254 SUPPLEMENT TO THE "TASMANIAN NATURALIST" APRIL 1-98 9 

The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club is devoted to the study of all forms of 
Natural History, and is comprised of both experts and beginners. We cover a wide 
variety of topics, and we support conservation. Meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of every month, except January, in the CSIRO Conference Room, Stowell Ave, 
Battery Point, at 7.45-p.m; - Outings are usually held the following weekend, 
meeting outside the new entrance to the Museum, Macquarie Street. 

The Club's address is G.P.O."Box 68A, Hobart, 7001 and the Secretary is 
Ms Helen Davidson, phone 25 2754. 1 ■ 

***** ******************************************************* **** - '*i *,*#'**** * ******** 

PROGRAMME " M. ( " / 

Z-. 45 P- m - Carolyn Raymond, a geneticist with CSIRO' Tasmanian Forest 
Research Group will show a video and discuss herVwojtrk for, the 
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) 
Australia-China forestry programme. 

—- °° a * m - Dr - Chris Beadle, also of CSIRO Tasmanian Forest Research 
Group, will take us to look at eucalypt planatations in the Dover- 
Hastings area. 

Come and find out first hand what eucalypt plantation forestry is 
about. Are they monocultural deserts or are they a solution to the 
forestry-conservation controversy?? 

Zi- 4 . 5 . P- m - Natural History Equipment and Techniques - an evening to 
share and compare ideas. Please bring along anything you feel other 
members would be interested to know about to extend their interest in 
natural history - books, lenses, collecting gear, preserving equipment, 
prepared specimens, etc. 

We will also visit the Club library which is housed next door in 
the main CSIRO building. 

i :°° a - m - Following on from Thursday night's activities we will have 
a field demonstration on Porters Hill and nearby Blinking Billy Beach. 
Don Hird will be describing mammal trapping and the early start is so* 
that those mammals caught overnight can be released as soon as possible. 
Peter McQuillan will be showing us how his insect traps work and Janet 
Slater and Judy Sprent will be demonstrating interesting things that 
adults and children can do and collect in the bush, and on the shore. 
Please bring lenses, small containers, etc. 

Thurs. 6th July 7.45 p.m- Hans Wapstra of Lands, Parks and Wildlife will talk on 
whale and dolphin strandings. 

Sat. 8th July 9,00a .m. again. We will visit Chauncy Vale where Janet and Don will 
teach us track and scat identification. Heather Chauncy will 
accompany us to describe the reserve and tell of her encounters with 
the native animals. 

There should be time also to visit the caves or tarn or just relax 
by the river. 

* Should the weather be totally unsuitable for any of these outings, Peter McQuillan 
will take us to the Entomology Section of the Dept, of Agriculture at New Town to 
view their fine insect collections. 

************************************************************************************** 
New Members . The Club welcomes Tony Woolford (Mt. Rumney), Gordon and Monica Scott 
(South Hobart), Warren Papworth and family (Taroona), Jocelyn Rockliff (Blackmans Bay), 
Irene Maughan (Sandy Bay),Diana Ward (Richmond) and Graham Davis (Kettering). We hope 
you will all enjoy participating in TFNC activities. 
************************************************************************************** 
MEMBERSHIP FEES . Despite a prompt response from most members c|uite a few people have 
not yet paid their 1989 membership fees. If you are not .sure whether or not you are 
financial, please contact Helen Davidson or Judy Sprent to check. 


Thurs.4th May 


Sat. 6th May 


Thurs.1st June 


Sat. 3rd June 


************************************************************************************** 
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************************************************************************************** 
FEDERATION OF FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS CAMP 

Our Club will be hosting the Federation camp and meeting in September this year. 

We have chosen Coningham as the venue and Phil Collier has offered to lead a 
botany trip to Bruny Island on the Saturday. 

Further details will be gxven in the July Bulletin but please agree now to support 
this important club activity, where you have the chance to meet enthusiastic 
Field Naturalists, bushwalkers and lovers of the outdoors from all over Tasmania. 

************************************************************************************** 

LIBRARY . There are still quite a number of library items outstanding. Please 
check in the borrowers book to see if you are one of the guilty parties. Then, please 
find the items and return them. 


************************************************************************************** 


TFNC OUTING ON SATURDAY 4TH MARCH TO GOAT BEACH WITH JANET SLATER 

Nine members and nine children braved the threatening rain to visit Goat Beach 
to look mainly at the botany and seaweeds of this area on the South Arm Peninsula. 
We were rewarded with fine weather after all and an interesting outing. 

Janet led us from the heathy scrub beside the car park, through the dunes, down 
across the sands below a sheltering cliff face to the rock platform where the 
waves rushed in an out - a distance of a mere 50 or so yards for field naturalists 
but encompassing several worlds for those plants and animals that live in the 
various zones. 

Janet explained the ecolcgy of the scrub and dunes above the high tide mark, 
the Littoral Zone (between high and low tide marks), the Eulittoral Zone (the 
"splash" area and permanent pools of water) and the Sublittoral Zone (below low 
tide mark). 

Full details of the day's outing are recorded in the Outings Book available at 
meetings. 


************************************************************************************** 
Transport to outings 

There is always room in cars for members who would like to go on outings but do not 
have transport. Please don't hesitate to come along and join in. The outings are 
always interesting. 

Transport to meetings 

It may also be possible to arrange transport to meetings. Contact the Secretary 
to see if someone lives nearby and can give you a lift. 
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ROAD VERGES 

A.Himson 

7, Forest Hill Rd, Sandford.7020. 

It was a black peppermint (Eucalyptus amygdalina) on the edge of the Tasman Highway near Nelson 
Creek which induced me to break into print. It stood out just a bit closer to the bitumen than is usually the case. 
Plenty of white paint on its trunk served the same purpose as a guide post. It was near a bend in the road, and in 
the thousand times I passed it it was a signal to slow dcwn. It must have stood there 50 years and would possibly 
have been good for another 50 years. There were no overhead lines near it and anyone colliding with it would 
have only themself to blame. It is gone, cut down for no apparent reason. 

Another incident involved a very third class Council road, just a little better than a bush track, a few 
kilometres on, and a location of some botanical interest. Close to the road were a few bushes of Persoonia 
juniperina var brevifolta, a shrub believed to be endemic, uncommon and certainly the only known specimen in the 
area. At flowering time it is quite a pretty shrub with a sprinkling of small yellow flowers. There is now only one 
bush left, only saved by being further from the road than the others. Road workers had slashed everything within a 
metre of the road, a purposeless exercise as most of the vegetation was of the sort and size which would not be a 
hazard to the occasional road users. 

Further, it is time that some thought is given to the application of poison sprays along roads. A 
pointless spraying has recently taken place between Howrah and South Arm along the South Arm Road. On both 
sides of the road charred brown branches of shrubs now face the road. As far as can be ascertained this did 
nothing to assist drivers, a limited amount of judicious pruning would have been more effective and less 
ugly.Another example is a rogue plum tree (Prunus indet.) which still stands half way along the causeway between 
Lauderdale and Sandford. It stands 6 metres off the bitumen and does not obscure drivers’ views, even when it 
annually heralds spring with a burst of flowering. Apparently no more, it must have been soaked in a weedkiller or 
herbicide. 


The upper escarpment along part of the Tasman Highway between Buckland and Orford is another 
example. It had and to some extent still has a flora including species of Pimelea, Bulbine, Tetratheca, Pomaderris, 
Clematis, Diplarrhena, Hibbertia, Callistemon, Helichrysum and other attractive flowering plants. If for no other 
reason than their aesthetic value, stretches like these should be left undisturbed as much as possible. The fact is 
that the vegetation is burned and slashed from time to time and thus gradually degraded. 

From personal observation some roadside flora, where it has been left relatively undisturbed, has 
populations which are otherwise hard to find in the area. A typical example is a large patch of Lasiopetalum 
micranthem growing profusely between the road and a fence. There was not one plant on the other side of the 
fence, a fact all the more remarkable for the fenced land being uncultivated bush. There can be no doubt that 
grazing and fertilising,even on a minimal scale on such bush runs, has a considerable effect on the floristic 
picture. Sheep, for instance are selective feeders and if native plants are palatable they may disappear, often 
leaving roadsides as last refuges. 

What can be done to conserve the flora of roadside landscapes, especially as the road network 
spreads incessantly? It is of course necessary to maintain clearances from overhead wires and abate real fire 
risks. It is worth suggesting, however, that relevant authorities interfere with natural vegetation as little as possible. 
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WINGAROO-HABITAT DESTRUCTION ON FLINDERS ISLAND. 

Since the publishing of "The Disappearing Heath" by Prof. 
Jamie Kirkpatrick in 1977 Tasmania has lost well in excess of 
2000 ha of heathland from the total area included in the 1977 
publication. The recent State Government decision to sell off 
crownland in the Mt Boyes-Wingaroo area on northern Flinders 
Island, for agricultural development, will result in the 
destruction of a further 5,800 ha of heath, scrub, and wetland 
communities. 

Apart from being an area of considerable diversity and 
outstanding beauty, the Mt Boyes-Wingaroo area is of very high 
nature conservation value as it supports a continuous 
environmental gradient from granite hills down to coastal and 
estuarine communities. Some of the areas most important 
attributes include the presence of 6 unreserved heathland 
communities some of which are restricted to this locality. It 
is the strong hold of 3 plant species restricted to the 
Furneaux Group in Tasmania. It provides habitat for the 
uncommon Tawny Crowned Honey Eater and the New Holland Mouse 
and for species such as the Flame Robin and the Yellow Tailed 
Cockatoo as they move between Tasmania and the mainland. The 
wetlands of the area are very significant for many bird 
species including migratory ones. A few lagoons in the area 
provide regular nesting sites for the Blue Bill Duck. 

The proposed 2,200 ha nature reserve designed to protect 
the catchment of the North East River is far from adequate for 
the protection of the above features. In fact the area is far 
too small to remain viable and will suffer degradation from 
chemical pollution and siltation from the proposed, adjacent 
farmland as a result of airborne drift and runoff. The area 
which is to be sold and cleared io of very marginal 
agricultural value and can only be considered as economically 
viable under the present extremely buoyant wool market or as 
investment for future subdivision. The predicted increase in 
aridity as a result of the green house effect places the 
project in an even more dubious light. 

If left in a natural state and managed in appropiate 
manner, the area could contribute much to the Flinders Island 
tourist industry, by attracting mainland visitors who at 
present must use overcrowded national parks in southern 
Victoria, whilst still retaining aLl of its nature 
conservation value. 

It appears that there will be a 4 month period before the 
final decision to sell off the Wingaroo area is made. URGENT 
action is therefore required. Many concerned Flinders Island 
Residents are at present lobbying Local politicians and 
ministers but they require the support of the Tasmanian public 
at large. Please write to both The Minister for Lands, Parks, 
and Wildlife, Executive Building, Hurray St, Hobart, 7000 and 
The Secretary of The Rural Subdivisions Committee c/o Lands, 
Parks, and Wildlife, 134 Macquarie St, Hobart, 7000. 
expressing your concern at the impending loss of this unique 
wild area. 


T it? 


